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A meeting of the Energy & Environment Committee was held on the above date at 4:00 p.m. Kiwanis Community Centre, Conference Room – 111 Lakeside Drive, Stratford

Present: 	Councillor Kerry McManus – Chair Presiding, Pat Bolton, Geoff Love, Scott Mitchell, Marianne Hawley, Alan Carr, Councillor Bonnie Henderson

Staff Present:	*David St. Louis – Director of Community Services, *Michael Mousley – Transit Manager, Casey Riehl – Recording Secretary

Also Present:	*Laura Pogson, A.R.E.A.

Absent:	  	Craig Merkley, Christine Nobles-Smith, Emily Chandler

MINUTES


1.  	DELEGATES:  David St. Louis & Michael Mousley
Bus Route & Service Review / Avon River Waterfowl Population

David St. Louis explained that in the 2015 budget, there are funds available for Transit to do a route and service review.  Sunday service and parallel service are issues that continue to be challenges as the city grows.  Some options such as additional routes, changing the length of the routes, a circular route option around the perimeter of the city, looking at terminal options and a continuous loop and accessibility.  Some suggestions that E&E members had were a reloadable swipe card, student rates, day passes, transit app, peak/off-peak service, reduced rates for off-peak times, dial-a-bus service.  Mr. St. Louis stated that Stratford has a high ridership (600,000+) compared to other municipalities of the same size, which can be attributed to transporting students.  Transit may ask E&E to participate in a focus group in the future.  It will take approximately three months to complete the review.

Alan Carr had a picture of a sign posted in another municipality regarding not feeding the waterfowl.  Bonnie Henderson will forward the idea of the sign onto the Parks Board.  David St. Louis reported that they have not drafted a by-law yet; however, they have done some research.  There are some challenges with the by-law, with two very different views on the subject.  Whether to feed the birds, which disrupts their migratory pattern or not feeding the birds and some of them may not make it on their own.  The challenge in Stratford would be enforcing the by-law, without the manpower in place to enforce it.  Mr. St. Louis stated that it is a problem interfering with their migratory patterns, as well as the mess the birds leave behind and trying to keep the river clean.  Alan Carr added that the bulrushes that were planted a couple of years ago are helping somewhat, but still not enough to keep up.  David St. Louis added that some other municipalities are handing out information pamphlets to educate people on the harm of feeding the birds.  Councillor McManus suggested the ecology working group could look at a pamphlet and work together with UTRCA and AREA on this.

	*David St. Louis, Michael Mousley and Laura Pogson no longer present (4:30 p.m.)


2.  	ADOPTION OF THE PREVIOUS MINUTES – February 12, 2015

Motion by Marianne Hawley, seconded by Scott Mitchell that the minutes dated February 12, 2015 be adopted as printed.  Carried.  


3.	UPDATES FROM WORKING GROUPS

	Waste
Councillor McManus will get an update on the new Waste Reduction Coordinator, so the waste group can move ahead with the composters.  Scott Mitchell added that there was a suggestion to get students involved in gathering data on food waste as a first step in focusing on a plan.  Pat Bolton mentioned that there is a local farm that uses a large digester and would be a good place for E&E to possibly tour.  Marianne Hawley and Pat Bolton were both asked at the Garden Show if there were any programs for food composting for hotels and restaurants.  Councillor McManus suggested the wild boar farm just outside of town will accept foot waste.  Councillor Henderson asked if there was anywhere in the city that you could recycle printer cartridges?  There are some businesses that do collect them.  Councillor McManus suggested Orange Drop would have all that information and perhaps a media release to let businesses know to keep that information up to date.

Transportation
Councillor McManus reported that the Rideshare program is going to launch in Stratford in May with a rideshare app for people interested in carpooling.

Ecological
Pat Bolton reported that the Garden Show was a very busy and successful show.  Visitors were very receptive to the pollinator and other information they were distributing.

Motion by Geoff Love, seconded by Councillor Henderson to spend up to a maximum of $200.00 on expenses for the Garden Festival.  Carried.

Pat Bolton will pass the pollinator signs on to the Fryfogal group to use later in March.  UTRCA will take them after that and use them for their education programs.


4.	BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES

(a) Eco Justice Presentation Update – Geoff Love/Scott Mitchell
Geoff Love distributed the power point presentation they have put together for a presentation to Council to ask for their support by passing a motion or declaration on environmental rights for the City of Stratford.  Councillor McManus suggested they contact Craig Merkley for input from UTRCA.  She also suggested adding examples from what other municipalities have declared would be beneficial for the presentation.

Motion by Geoff Love, seconded by Scott Mitchell that the Energy and Environment Committee supports moving forward on working with the UTRCA on the Eco-Justice project and then to present it to the Infrastructure, Safety and Transportation Sub-Committee, then to present to Council.  Carried.


5.	NEW BUSINESS
No new business.


6.	NEXT MEETING DATE – Thursday, April 9, 2015 – 4:00 p.m., KCC


7.	ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Marianne Hawley, seconded by Geoff Love that the meeting adjourn.  Carried. 

Time:  5:00 p.m.
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