
     

 

     

 
 

 
 

        
 

 
   

    
  

    

         

        
   

      
         

 
      

   
          
        
          

  
         
          
           
         
        

   

 
  

  
  

 

February 14, 2022 

INFRASTRUCTURE, TRANSPORTATION AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 
ADDENDUM 

Adoption of Addendum to the Infrastructure, Transportation and Safety Committee 
Agenda: 

Motion by 
THAT the Addendum to the Infrastructure, Transportation and Safety
Committee Agenda dated February 14, 2022, be added to the agenda as 
printed to include the following: 

6.0 Report of the City Clerk: 

6.1 Encroachment Application for 7 Cobourg Street (ITS22-001) 

Following publishing of the agenda, the following correspondence was received 
in support of this matter: 

•	 Letter from Robert Lemon dated February 11, 2022 
•	 Email from Kendra Fry, Stratford Summer Music, dated January 13, 

2022 
•	 Email from Allan Tye, President, ACO Stratford/Perth County, dated 

January 22, 2022 
•	 Email from Neil Ironside, Ironside Architect, dated January 16, 2022 
•	 Email from Herb Auerbach dated January 14, 2022 
•	 Email from Carol Stephenson, Chair of Stratford Festival, dated January 

14, 2022 
•	 Email from Ann Cowan-Buitenhuis dated January 21, 2022 
•	 Email from Nick Mills, Bosley Real Estate Ltd., dated January 17, 2022 
•	 Email from Dr. Karel and Mrs. Yoka Terbrugge dated January 14, 2022 
•	 Email from Mark Simone, Bijou Restaurant, dated January 24, 2022 
•	 Letter from Paul Larocque, President and CEO of Arts Umbrella dated 

January 21, 2022 

Motion by
THAT the correspondence from Robert Lemon dated February 11,
2022, along with various letters of support, regarding an
encroachment application for 7 Cobourg Street, be received for
information. 

A vibrant city, leading the way in community-driven excellence. 



      

 
     

 

         
    

 
     

  

Addenda 2 February 14, 2022 

Robert Lemon, owner of 7 and 9 Cobourg Street, has requested to address 
Committee regarding this matter. 

Motion by
THAT the delegation by Robert Lemon regarding an encroachment
application for 7 Cobourg Street, be heard. 

A vibrant city, leading the way in community-driven excellence. 



 

       
                        

              

     
  

 

  
  

   
   

 
 

          
 

      
      

      
 

     
       

     
    

             
          
          

 
       

        
    

   
 

        
       

 
       

    
       

 
 

 
     

  
 

landmark stays in the festival city 

11 February 2022 

Councilor Kathy Vassilakos, Chair 
Infrastructure, Transportation and Safety Sub-committee 
City of Stratford 

RE: 7 Cobourg Street Encroachment - Report to ITS Committee 14 Feb 22 

As the owner of 7 Cobourg Street (through my company 2708959 Ontario Inc.), firstly I would 
like to thank you for being heard at the 26 January 2022 meeting of the ITS Sub-committee. I 
understand this item will be on the agenda for the full ITS Committee on 14 February 2022. 

I was pleased that your sub-committee resolved to support the easement for the parking space 
as is allowed under Policy Manual for Encroachments (Policy P.3.2) which can be used for 
parking on a road allowance. It reads: 

4. Parking on Road Allowance 
Where additional parking cannot be provided on private property, and subject to prior approval of an application under the 
Planning Act, as required, an encroachment agreement may be approved to permit private parking on the road allowance or 
municipal property in accordance with the Fence and Hedge By-law. 

I am willing to enter into an easement as outlined by the City Clerk, although do not agree that 
easements are justified for the ramp and planter as they have been in place, and approved by 
the issuance of the Occupancy Permit by the City of Stratford, since October 2001. I urge you 
to reconsider that part of the resolution. 

As a property owner, business operator of the seven&nine Inn and taxpayer, having the use of 
the existing open and active single parking space located in my driveway is essential.  

I urge the ITS Committee and City Council to understand my position and ask you to: 
1. delete the requirement for an easement for the ramp and retaining wall/planter 
2. approve the encroachment for the existing parking space as per Policy P.3.2(4) 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert G. Lemon, BArch, MA, Retired Architect AIBC 
Host and owner of seven&nine 

9 Cobourg Street, Stratford Ontario N5A 3E4 
info@sevenandnine.ca / www.sevenandnine.ca 

http:www.sevenandnine.ca
mailto:info@sevenandnine.ca


 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

   
    

 
   

 
  

     
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
  

January 13, 2022 

Councillor Kathy Vassilakos, 

Chair Infrastructure, Transportation and Safety Sub-committee
 

Dear Councillor Vassilakos:
 

I am writing to express my support for Seven & Nine as a community engaged 

accommodation provider as they seek a variance for their parking at 7 Cobourg.
 

Mr. Lemon has been extremely generous with Stratford Summer Music, offering us the
 
usage of Seven & Nine for board retreats, fundraising dinners and accommodations for
 
our artists; all free of charge to us. He is a deeply engaged member of the Stratford 

Community and with Seven & Nine is adding an additional variety of accommodation to 

all of the wonderful offerings that Stratford has for tourists.
 

Having come and gone from that area a good deal to take part in our river BargeMusic
 
series, I have never found that the parking spot interferes with access along Cobourg or is
 
a visual disturbance in the area.
 

Thanks for your time and consideration,
 

Kendra Fry
Stratford Summer Music 
General Manager 



  
   

   
      

     
    

 
       

 
   

 
              

           
 

             
          

 
                 

             
            

         
 
                
               

                
              

              
         

 
              

               
                  

             
                

 
 

              
            

    
 

  
    

 
 
 
  

BY EMAIL 
January 22, 2022 
Councillor Kathy Vassilakos 
Chair, Infrastructure, Transportation and Safety Sub-committee 
City of Stratford, City Hall 
Stratford, Ontario N5A 2L3 

Re: 7 Cobourg Street parking issue 

Dear Councillor Vassilakos:
 

I am writing regarding a parking issue at 7 Cobourg Street that will be
 
before the City’s Infrastructure, Transportation and Safety Committee on January 26th.
 

The property at 7 Cobourg Street falls within Stratford’s downtown Heritage Conservation District
 
designated under Part V of the Ontario Heritage Act (OHA).
 

You may also be aware that the property at 7 Cobourg Street is under active consideration for
 
individual designation under Part IV of the OHA. The Stratford/Perth County Branch of
 
Architectural Conservancy Ontario (ACO) strongly supports this initiative, which would result in
 
Stratford’s first designation of a twenty-first century heritage structure.
 

It is ACO’s experience that urban heritage properties, which are often found in the older sections
 
of our towns and cities, frequently have unusual or quirky issues with their descriptions or
 
boundaries. In addition, older urban areas were not designed for such modern needs as car traffic
 
and parking. These matters call for careful consideration by municipal and planning authorities. In
 
a particular case, the situation may require nuanced treatment or accommodation to ensure that
 
the property can function and its use remains viable.
 

We understand the issue here — encroachment on the Cobourg Street road allowance and
 
noncompliance with the city’s parking requirements — is a historical one, which goes back over
 
20 years to the construction of the Tower House in 2001. We also understand the issue can be
 
addressed through an easement agreement between the property owner and the city, which
 
would allow for one parking space in front of the building without obstructing the street or
 
sidewalk.
 

Stratford/Perth County ACO supports this approach as a reasonable way to address the issue
 
here. We urge the Infrastructure, Transportation and Safety Committee to recommend this
 
solution to City Council.
 

Allan Tye
 
President, ACO Stratford/Perth County
 



 

 



Subject: 7 Cobourg Street Parking Easement
From: Herb Auerbach 

Dateii:1i1Jailnliluai17•1l41ii'2022 at 4:08:53 PM PST 
To: Ill • I 
Cc: Robert Lemon 

Attention: 

Councillor Kathy Vassilak:os, chair Infrastructure, 

Transportation and Safety Sub-committee 

City of Stratford, Ontario 


Dear Councillor Vassilak:os 

I am an architect and annual Patron of the Stratford Festival 

and last year for the first time I was fortunate to be able to 

book accommodation in the award winning Tower House, 

which itself has become a tourist attraction, especially 

among architects and lovers ofmodern buildings .. 


I have learned that the availability of this wonderful 

building as accommodation at Stratford may be in jeopardy 

because of a need to legitimize the parking space in front of 

the building. 


Being able to provide convenient and accessible parking is 

intrinsic to the function and attractivenessof this unique 

accommodation especially for older guests like myself. 


I cannot overemphasize how important having a facility 

like Tower House available as accommodation in Stratford 

is to the cultural image of the city. 




From: "Carol Stephenson" 
Subject: Easment-7 Cobcurg 
Date: January 14, 2022 at 8:56:18 AM PST 
Tu: ............. 


Councillor Kathy Vassilakos, Chair of Infrastructure, Transportation and 

Safety Sub-Committee, 


I am writing this note to support the application of Mr. Robert Lemon 

for an easement to allow one parking spot at 7 Cobourg St. 


I have stayed as a guest at 7 Cobourg St. and it is essential to have 

parking as there is very limited parking nearby. It is a wonderful 

restored property and will attract guests from across the country and 

outside of Canada. 


Given the easement will not obstruct the sidewalk, I think it is logical to 

allow this easement. It will support an important business in Stratford 

that enhances the beauty of this area. 


Sincerely, 

Carol Stephenson, Chair of Stratford Festival and previous guest of 7 

Cobourg St. 




 



 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
         
 

 
 
       

 
    

 
 

   
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
  

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 
  

Councillor Kathy Vassilakos, Chair
Infrastructure, Transportation and Safety Sub-committee
City of Stratford, 

Toronto, January 14, 2022 

Dear Kathy Vassilakos, 

We are writing this letter in support of our friend, Robert Lemon, Host and Owner 
of 
properties 7 and 9 Cobourg St, better known as an Inn, called seven&nine. 

On January 26, 2022, the property at 7 Cobourg St (Tower House) will be before 

your committee, which will discuss the issue regarding its single, existing driveway.

A situation that has existed for the past 20 years.
 

We spent a most enjoyable four days at Tower House in fall. The fact that there is

parking 

right in front of the building made it easy for us to gain easy access through the main 

door. Especially since we experienced the first major snowfall of the season the 

afternoon we 

arrived.
 

The single car driveway slopes down to the main door and is adjacent to a large 

concrete planter. In no way does a parked car interfere with the public sidewalk in 

front of the building.
 

For us, when booking another stay at this wonderful property, parking is essential,

especially when the festival season resumes and parking in the downtown heritage 

district 

will be in short supply.
 

We trust that your committee will support the encroachment as can be allowed by

the Policy Manual.
 

Kind regards,
 

Dr. Karel and Mrs. Yoka Terbrugge
 

Toronto ON 



 
 

 
  
  

  
 

  
  

  
  

 
 

    
  

  
 

  
  

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

     
 

Monday, January 24, 2022 

Hand Delivered
 
Attention: Councillor Kathy Vassilakos, Chair…Infrastructure, Transportation &

Safety Sub-committee, City of Stratford.
 
RE: 7 Cobourg Street Parking – Report to ITS Sub-committee
 

Dear Kathy, 

To introduce myself, my name is Mark Simone, owner of the Bijou Restaurant on

Wellington Street.

Upon talking to Robert Lemon, I had to give my head a shake that a simple “common 

sense solution” of grandfathering one parking spot predicated on twenty years of

activity which has never triggered a single complaint might not be allowed to

maintain status.
 

“As a fellow business owner, I support Robert’s opposition to these 
recommendations and urge the ITS Subcommittee. and instead delete the 
requirement for a ramp and planter easement and approve a parking space as 
allowed under Policy Manual for Encroachments Policy P.3.2 (4)” 

Business challenges have never been more imposing, the road to business normality

is still unclear. Robert had the extra misfortune of initiating a new business

undertaking at the same time the pandemic started.
 

I have shared this matter with several other business owners throughout Stratford

and we keenly await a “common sense solution”.

Best regards,
 

Mark Simone
 
Owner
 
Bijou Restaurant,

74 Wellington Street, Stratford Ontario, N5A 2M5

(519) 273-5000, 



 

ARTS UMBRELLA 

January 21, 2022 

Councillor KathyVassilakos, Chair 
Infrastructure, Transportation and Safety Sub-committee 
City of Stratford 

Re: 7 Cobourg Street Paricing Easement - Report to ITS Sub-committee 

Dear Ms. Vassilakos, 

In advance ofa staff report to be brought before the Infrastructure, Transportation and Safety Sub-committee on January 26, 
2022, regarding the Tower House property at 7 Cobourg Street, I am writing to request your support for the parking easement in 
the Cobourg Street road allowance. 

I have known the property owner, Robert Lemon, for more than two decades, most recently In my position as President & CEO of 
Arts Umbrella, a nationally renowned arts education organization for young people situated in Vancouver, British Columbia and, 
prevlously, In my role as the Associate Director ofthe Vancouver Art Gallery. In 2019, Mr. Lemon made a transformatlve gift to 
Arts Umbrella of$2 million -in memory of his late partner, Robert Ledingham-to name our new School ofTheatre, Music & 
Film. This leadership gift was part of a $38 million building campaign to repurpose the former Emily Carr University for Arts 
Umbrella in order to significantly increase our organization's capacity to serve canadian children and youth. 

As part of Mr. Lemon's commitment to Arts Umbrella, he Is now working to create a new partnership between our organization 
and the Stratford Festival through the creation ofa scholarship program for Arts Umbrella Theatre students to gain a valuable 
educational experience at the Stratford Festival. The Stratford Prize would provide full scholarships for high school students that 
would include an immersive program provided by the Festival, all travel, a stipend to cover living expenses, and complimentary 
accommodation in Tower House at 7 Cobourg Street. This annual prize would represent the first scholarship program of its kind 
for high school students interested in pursuing a pre-professional career path in Theatre. 

Mr. Lemon is an outstanding member ofthe Vancouver arts community. He volunteers and provides meaningful philanthropic 
support to many cultural organizations, including the Vancouver Art Gallery, Ballet BC, the Vancouver Recital Society, and Arts 
Umbrella, among many others. As an architect specializing in heritage and restoration, Mr. Lemon has also devoted many years 
to preserving Vancouver's heritage buildings, most notably through his volunteer work as Chair of the Vancouver Heritage 
Foundation. In 2019, Mr. Lemon purchased the properties at 7 and 9 Cobourg Street comprised ofboth Tower House and the 
former Rundles restaurant. Having grown up in Southwestern Ontario and having a long history with the Stratford Festival, I know 
that he wishes to continue his philanthropic and volunteer work within the Stratford community, including major support of the 
Stratford Festival and Stratford Summer Music Festival. I have already had the great pleasure of visiting the property at 7 
Cobourg Street and experiencing the Stratford Festival. Mr. Lemon has invested significantly to repurpose this entire property in 
order to enhance the immediate neighbourhood and larger community. I used the small parking spot in front of the property 
which, as I recall, did not interfere with the sidewalk in any way. This small parking space is especially convenient, given the 
scarcity ofparking in downtown Stratford. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. Should You have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me directly at 
plarocgue@artsumbrella.com or by telephone at 

Sincerely, 

Paul Larocque 
President & CEO 

cc: City ofStratford Councillors Jo-Dee Burbach, Dave Gaffney, Danielle Ingram, Cody Sebben 

Arts Umbrella Granville Island I 1400 Johnston Street I Vancouver, BC, Canada I V6H 351 

604-681-5268 I inforaartsumbrella.com I artsumbrella.com 
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